Ii6   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAON.
lived by thuggery and dacoity (murder and robbery).
Ought the children of these murderers and robbers to
walk in the ways of their fathers ?
I have often referred to the Khonds in the hills of
Orissa, who, till the horrid practice was stopped by
British interference, enticed children from the plains, fed
them well, treated them kindly, and then on a fixed day
murdered them, tore limb from limb, and scattered the
bleeding fragments over the fields as an offering to the
Land Goddess to secure an abundant harvest. I have
asked, " Ought these people to walk in the ways of their
fathers?" To this question I have never received an
affirmative reply.
We have reminded the people their fathers were as
prone to err as we are; that we ought to weigh in the
scales of truth and justice what they did, in order to the
imitation of them when right and the forsaking of them
*#hen wrong. If they were with us, provided they were
really wise, they would wish us to embrace the good of
which they knew nothing, but which was now presented
for their acceptance. With all their regard for their
fathers, there were things unknown to them—as, for in-
stance, the potato for food, and the railway carriage for
travelling. If the potato was good for the body, as many of
them showed they thought by partaking of it, might not
our religion be good for the soul ? If they resorted in
crowds to the railway carriages even when going on pil-
grimage to their sacred places, if in their earthly travels
they found these carriages so serviceable, might they not
find the religion of Christ, if candidly considered, the best
vehicle for carrying them to heaven ? We have much
sympathy with the feeling of reverence for ancestors, but
they are not entitled to tyrannize over their descendants.

